Today is Remembrance Sunday; the day when we remember and honour the men and women in our armed forces, who have fought for their country so that we can enjoy peace and freedom. Especially today we honpur and remember all who fought I the first world war exactly 100 years ago since peace was declared.
As we think about what these men and women have done, we are going to look at 3 words and they all begin with the letter “C.”  
 
Our first word is “CALL.”  Each one of the men and women who fought in the various wars responded to the call from their country to take up arms and fight.  In the First World War this picture was printed in a magazine.   It had the words “Your country needs you” underneath it.  War is never good but sometimes it is necessary to fight against evil. 
 
Our second word is “COMMITMENT.”  The men and women who fought had to commit to seeing the job through and not give up at the first sign of difficulty.  It takes courage to commit to fighting against evil.

Our third word is “COST”  War is very costly.  For many men and women it even cost them their lives.  We remember and honour them today as we wear our poppies.
 
Call, Commitment, Cost……but these 3 words aren’t just relevant for those in the Armed forces.  They are also relevant for every single one of us, whether we are in the armed forces or not. 


So back to our first word - “CALL” Each one of us is called by Jesus to follow Him. Jesus’ call is a call to love God and to love other people. Our  soldiers also answer a call to defend peace justice and freedom and they take an oath to do just that.
Just like the disciples, Simon and his brother James and the two brothers Andrew and John. 
Our country needs us to respond to Jesus’ call to follow Him more than ever at those time. As Christians we are committed to do our best to show His love to those around us. we live in a world which is so much in need of Jesus and the love he teaches us.
Sometimes that call will require us to stand against evil,  whether that is bullying in the playground, unkindness in the home,  or poor ethics in our workplace.  
I wonder when you have had to answer a call to do something important. How did it feel, were you eager like the fishermen or reluctant like Jonah? 
Our second word, “COMMITMENT” When we are called to follow Jesus, He asks us to give Him our total commitment. We don’t simply follow Jesus when life is going well.  Jesus wants us to stick at following Him and not give up even when it is really hard to do so. 
Just like the young man writing home to his mother in the letter we heard. He was committed to do his duty whatever the cost, those words blessing his family and the words ‘it cant be helped’ tear at the heart … well it’s up to us all to commit to making sure it doesn’t happen again.
And finally our third word, “COST”  It will be costly for us to follow Jesus. 
The first followers that Jesus called were fishermen. They were willing to leave their fishing businesses and their families to follow Jesus. It cost them. Just like those who willingly gave up their lives to bring their children and families and all the nations peace and freedom.
 Sometime doing the right thing will cost us too, it may mean we are teased or made fun of, but just as Jonah found doing the right thing brings the right result.
Many of us will be teased or rejected for being Christians. Some people around the world really suffer for being Christians. But as Christian we believe that Jesus calls us to follow him in the way of love and peace, to be committed to that way and to do what is right whatever the cost.
 
So today as we remember those in the armed forces who responded to the call of their country with total commitment; with many being willing to pay the ultimate cost,  let their example encourage us all to respond to Jesus’ call to follow Him with total commitment; being willing to pay the cost so that our country becomes a better place, more like Jesus wants it to be.   
The 1914-1918 war was called the great war for civilisation, the loss of life and the ongoing agony of those wounded in body mind and spirit was a huge cost to pay for our freedom, let us honour that and seek better ways to resolve our differences than violence and war. Let us be the generations who restore the world to the place of peace and harmony that Jesu intends it to be… we owe it to him.. we owe it to those who gave their lives for it. 
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