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WHITTON PARISH CHURCH
Cellebrating the Heart of Owr Community )

The Whitton Parish Church was delighted

to host a special Volunteer Appreciation
Afternoon, organised by Volunteering
Matters and co-ordinated by Pauline Liberti
and Mahila Cope. Volunteers were nominated
by their respective organisations in recognition
of the invaluable contribution they make to
their communities.

The event was hosted at the Whitton Parish
Church with Claudette Wright, Hub Project
Co-ordinator, and served as an opportunity
to express our sincere gratitude for the
dedication, commitment, and countless
hours our volunteers generously give. For
many, this service has spanned several years,
making a lasting and positive impact on the
lives of others.

U™ U DATE OF EVENT:
24th June 2026
v

A heartfelt thank you goes to every
volunteer. Your compassion,

generosity, and unwavering
commitment are truly appreciated
and inspire us all.
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The Story Behind Volunteer in the Spotlight Volunteer in the Spotlight
the TOPEP Shop SALLY GROOM STEVE BONSALL
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Nearly seven years ago, the Whitton After retiring from work, Sally Groom Steve Bonsall has been a dedicated volunteer
Church Top Up Shop was founded joined the Top Up Shop as a volunteer. for many years and has made an enor mous

by the late Rev. Maureen Bonsall, She began by helping set up the tables each éc::::;u-:-fn Go t2:: giccess ofithe Whitton
whose vision was to provide practical morning before serving customers, but it wasn't P R

support and hope to those experiencing long before she became involved in purchasing As a vol‘unteer drive.r, Steve was responsible for
financial hardship. essential items for the shop alongside Maureen. purchasing fresh fruit and vegetables each week,

as well as collecting generous food donations

Today, Sally’s primary responsibility is managing Froritha localilidliZtere

stock control, ensuring there is always enough
food, toiletries, and household essentials Steve also played a key role in the development

Initially operating from within the church
building, it quickly became clear that

the ervics el grovinglbeyaric the available for customers each week. and day-to-day running of the Top Up Shop.
available space. Within just a few weeks, f f ) Although he now dedicates more of his time
the Top Up Shop moved into the Parish Reflecting on her volunteering experience, Sally to volunteering within the Community Café, he
Hall, where it has continued to flourish shared one story that has stayed with her: continues to support the Top Up Shop every

week by managing the customer ticketing
process, helping the service run smoothly and
efficiently.

and support hundreds of local people. €6 One conversation | had with a customer

that sticks in my mind was with a lady who
was living out of her car. She needed tins

with ring pulls because she had no way of
opening ordinary cans. Listening to people

Throughout this journey, Steve worked alongside
and supported his late wife, Rev. Maureen Bonsall,
mhose vision inspired the Community Café as a

like this makes you realise I-ww fortunate welcoming place where everyone could gather in
TOP UP SHOP many of us are. It also reminds us why we friendship, unity, and mutual support.
are here—to help those who need us most. 99 Steve continues to honour Maureen’s legacy

Supporting Our Communit
PP & y through his unwavering dedication and

Together Written by: Sally Groom service to our community.

Behind every successful community project are To every volunteer—past and present— .
volunteers who quietly give their time, energy, THANK YOU.

/ and compassion without expecting anything Your compassion, generosity, and commitment
in return. inspire us all and continue to make a lasting

difference to the lives of those we serve.

Serving refreshments Organising stock Collecting donations . Offering a listening ear And so much more...

ylunte do not necessarily have the time; tl
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to assist with the
donation collection for

TOP UP SHOP.

COLLECTION FROM:
Lidl’s Bury Road,
Ipswich
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106" pswich Scouts sleep with sharks
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the woods behind.
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simulated caving and even had an afternoon in kayak
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